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Washington, DC
August 28, 2008

“Danger, Danger! Get Inside!” :  Consider the principal of a small Christian school who finally has a moment to watch the five-year-olds laugh and prance around outside. Suddenly, he notices a hooded man standing at the far end of the parking lot watching the children as well. Just then the white radio on his desk tells him that an Amber Alert has been issued and to get all students inside . . .
The federal government is distributing more than 182,000 free public alert radios to all nonpublic schools.  This action is a joint initiative between the U.S. Department of Education (DOE), the Department of Commerce’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

These NOAA radios will provide constant amber, weather, emergency, technological, and security alerts from the National Weather Services, the Department of Homeland Security, the local emergency management agency and other agencies.  The distribution began the 19th of August and will finish by the end of September 2008. Other recipients are nonpublic school central offices, public school district offices, preschools, and institutions of higher education.  All public K-12 schools received the radios in 2005 and 2006. 
Non-public schools will not be considered recipients of government funds for accepting the radios or signing the license agreement. The license agreement states that the government owns the radios while they are placed in nonpublic schools. Recipients need to register and program the radios on the NOAA Radio website at http://public-alert-radio.nws.noaa.gov/. 

Questions concerning the radios can be answered by NOAA and DHS representatives during the following scheduled conference calls: Monday, September 8, 2008, at 1:00 pm (ET); Thursday, September 18, 2008 at 1:00 pm (ET); and Monday, September 29, 2008, at 11:00 am (ET).  To participate in these calls, use the following information:  Dial in number:  888-390-0980; Passcode:  8723261.
A NOAA radio newsletter is issued by the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools (OSDFS) and the Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools Technical Assistance Center to assist schools as well. 

Yes, Prayer is Allowed … Just Not to Jesus: An American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) lawyer, Daniel Mach, wants Jesus and all other “sectarian” words out of private citizens’ prayers given in open meetings for the Board of Commissioners in Cobb county, GA, because it shows favoritism to Christianity. Mach represents seven individuals who brought a suit against Cobb county in 2005 citing that 70 percent of the prayers were Christian or said “Jesus Christ.” 
Last year, U.S. District Judge Richard Story ruled that clergy were invited from all different sects and therefore Cobb county did not show favoritism to one.  He also stated that the U.S. Supreme Court starts every session with the prayer “God save the United States and this honorable court,” which could also be considered sectarian in nature. Cobb County attorney David Walbert argued that “everything that is at issue here was clearly being done in 1789,” and that if they instated ACLU’s regulations it would be “virtual impossibility” to have any prayer of any significance.  However, in reaction to Judge Story’s ruling, Mach filed an appeal and took the case to the 11th U.S. Circuit Court. 
“What about King of Kings?” asked Judge Bill Pryor, who was apart of the three-judge panel of the 11th Circuit Court hearing Mach’s arguments. “Is that sectarian?” Interrupting the responding arguments, Pryor went on, “What about Lord of Lords? The God of Abraham? … What about the God of Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad?” Judge Charles Wilson asked just how far Mach wanted to go without making the ruling “some sort of censorship” or “just government prayer.” He asked, “As a practical matter, how do you draw the line?” 

Mach was arguing for the court to send a letter which would forbid clergy to “invoke religious messages” at all.  The final decision from the 11th Circuit Court is expected in the upcoming months.
Chief counsel for Liberty Legal Institute, Kelly Shackleford, stated, “The idea that the ACLU would want the government to tell people how they should or should not pray is outrageous. That's the freedom we have in this country.” Shackelford continued, “And the fact that the ACLU is trying to use the power of government to tell people how to pray is just an incredible invasion of freedom, and [it] shows that they are not about freedom and liberty at all. They're about oppression and trying to stamp out religious speech."

 “I think this is really where you pull the cover off and see what you're really looking at with the ACLU,” said Shackelford. “This is religious bigotry; it's anti-free speech; it's everything that they're supposed to be against.”

Oregon Law-Makers “Fly With Their Own Wings” And Leave Voters Behind:  The Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals and lawmakers took Oregon’s state motto, “She Flies With Her Own Wings,” to heart as they sidestepped the vote of its citizens that passed the marriage amendment for their state. The amendment states that marriage is between a man and a woman, and Oregon’s constitution allows its citizens’ votes to finalize the state legislature’s laws. However, lawmakers responded by passing a “domestic partnership” law which provides marriage benefits to “same-sex couples.” 
Senior legal counsel for the Alliance Defense Fund, Austin R. Nimocks, said, “The citizens of Oregon reserve to themselves in their constitution the right to have the final say on any legislation.” Nimocks continued, “In America, every citizen’s vote should count. The court has tossed aside one of the most important rights we have as Americans. The people didn't thwart this effort; government bureaucracy did.”

After the domestic partnership bill was passed by the state legislature, citizens signed a referendum petition to vote on the law. However, the state officials would not recognize the petition saying that the citizens did not have the legal right to sign a referendum petition. Nimocks said, “Right now, we're still considering our options on what to do. It's quite clear that the citizens of Oregon still want to have their say on this important law.”
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